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Dear SJDCHS Community, 
 

The month of December is always a time of excitement, and this December is no different. 
As our students prepare for exams, we also anticipate the Feast of San Juan Diego on 
December 9th, Las Posadas, Advent, and the culmination of December with the birth of 
Christ on Christmas. We look forward to seeing you all on December 9th at the tamale 
dinner in the parish hall at 6pm. Join us earlier in the afternoon for field games from 4-
5:15pm and a procession with San Juan Diego at 5:30pm from the picnic tables to the hall. 
 
On Thursday, November 17th, the faculty and staff organized a òFeast of Sharingó for the 
student body. Mr. and Mrs. Figer, Mrs. Kraft, and other generous helpers decorated the 
parish hall to resemble a Thanksgiving feast. The decorations were in part donated by 
Sprouts. Students provided the desserts, and the faculty and staff furnished warm cider and 
hot chocolate. The students enjoyed having an extended lunch period to be with their friends 
and reflect on their blessings! 
 
In keeping with the theme of blessings, the students created a Thanksgiving welcome in the 
stairwell made from cutouts of their hands. This project involved coloring and cutting out the 
hands and then writing what they were thankful for on them. The hands are still on display, 
reminding us all that we have a lot for which to be thankful.  
 
The Fund-A-Saint Appeal kicked off in November, as well, and we are proud to announce 
that 100% of our students, faculty, and staff contributed to this worthy cause! The junior 
class raised the most money and earned a special off-campus luncheon for their efforts. 
Congratulations to everyone for their effort! 
 
Midterm exams are right around the corner. Parents and students should look over the exam 
schedule so that they are aware of early dismissal days and what specific exams are on each 
day. The Counseling Corner in this newsletter has tips on how to establish good habits 
during exam time. Remember, getting a good nightõs sleep and eating a healthy breakfast give 
teens a better chance of performing well on their exams. Students should use their student 
handbooks to plan out their study time between now and exams so that they are not stuck 
cramming the night before. The last exam will be given on December 21st, and school will 
resume on January 9th with an early release. 
 
Lastly, thank you for your support of the chocolate bar sales, the upcoming tamale dinner, 
our after-school activities, and parent club meetings. Your support makes SJDCHS the great 
place that it is! We wish you a blessed and restful Christmas holiday. 
 
Sincerely,  
Mrs. Blahnik 
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Mission Statement 
San Juan Diego Catholic High School provides highly motivated students the opportunity to earn a Catholic, college 

preparatory education enriched by participation in a Corporate Work Study Program.  



 

Feast Day of San Juan Diego Celebration  
 

Our 10th anniversary and the feast day of  our patron saint?   

This definitely calls for a big celebration!    

Please join us for a day filled with fun for our whole  

San Juan Diego Catholic High School community. 

Friday, December 9, 2011  

 

MASS CELEBRATED  BY BISHOP VASQUEZ  

8:00 AM ð 9:30 AM  

San Jose Church  

Followed by a light reception in the Parish 

Hall  

 

FIELD  DAY  

4:00 PM ð 5:15 PM  

Free games, competitions between the  

classes, and snow cones!  

Picnic Table Area  

 

PROCESSION WITH  SAN  JUAN  DIEGO   

5:30 PM ð 5:45 PM  

From Picnic Tables to Parish Hall  

 

PLAY  

5:45 PM ð 6:00 PM  

Appearance of  Our Lady of  Guadalupe to 

San Juan Diego  

Acted by our wonderful 8th graders.  

 

TAMALE  DINNER   

6:00 PM ð 8:00 PM  

$7 Plate (includes tamales, beans, rice, salad,  

drink, and dessert)  

$9 Dozen of  tamales to-go  

 

Everyone is invited!  
 

 

 



Most historians agree that Juan Diego was born in 1474 in the calpulli, or 
ward, of Tlayacac in Cuauhtitlan, which was established in 1168 by Nahua 
tribesmen and conquered by the Aztec lord Axayacatl in 1467; and was 
located 14 miles north of Tenochtitlan (now Mexico City). His native 
name was Cuauhtlatoatzin, which could be translated as, "one who talks 
like an eagle" or "eagle that talks." 
 
The Nican Mopohua describe him as a òmacehuallió or "poor Indian,"  
one who did not belong to any of the social categories of the Empire, as 
priests, warriors, merchants...but not a slave; a member of the lowest and 
largest class in the Aztec Empire. When talking to Our Lady he calls 
himself "a nobody" and refers to it as the source of his lack of credibility 
before the Bishop. He devoted himself to hard work in the fields and to 
manufacturing mats. He owned a piece of land and a small house on it.  
He was happily married but had no children. 
 
Between 1524 and 1525 he and his wife were converted and baptized, 
receiving the Christian name of Juan Diego and Maria Lucia, respectively. 
He was baptized by a Franciscan priest, Fr. Peter da Gand, one of the first 
Franciscan missionaries. 
 
According to the first formal investigation by the Church about the 
events, the Informaciones Guadalupanas of 1666, Juan Diego seems to have been a very devoted, religious man, even 
before his conversion. He was a solitary, mystical character, prone to spells of silence and frequent penance and used 
to walking from his village to Tenochtitlan, 14 miles away, to receive instruction on the doctrine. 
 
His wife Maria Lucia became sick and died in 1529. Juan Diego then moved to live with his uncle Juan Bernardino in 
Tolpetlac, which was 9 miles closer to the church in Tlatelolco -Tenochtitlan. 
 
Every Saturday and Sunday, Juan Diego walked many miles to church, departing in early morning before dawn, to be 
on time for Mass and religious instruction classes. He walked barefoot, as did all the people of his class, the 
macehualli. Only the higher social classes of the Aztecs wore cactlis, or sandals, made with vegetal fibers or leather. On 
chilly mornings he wore a coarse-woven cactus cloth as a mantle, a tilma or ayate, made with fibers from the maguey 
cactus. Cotton was only used by the upper Aztec classes. 
 
During one of this walks to Tenochtitlan, which used to take about three and a half hours between villages and 
mountains, the first apparition occurred in a place that is now known as the "Capilla del Cerrito," where the Blessed 
Virgin Mary talked to him in his language, Nahuatl. She called him "Juanito, Juan Dieguito," "the most humble of my 
sons," "my son the least," and "my little dear." 
 
He was 57 years old, certainly an old age in a time and place where the male life expectancy was barely above 40. 
After the miracle of Guadalupe and with the Bishop's permission, Juan Diego moved to a room attached to the chapel 
that housed the sacred image, after having given his business and property to his uncle, and spent the rest of his life as 
a hermit. There he cared for the church and the first pilgrims who came to pray to the Mother of Jesus and propagated 
the account of the apparitions to his countrymen. He died on May 30, 1548, at the age of 74. 
 
Juan Diego deeply loved the Holy Eucharist, and by special permission of the Bishop received Holy Communion three 
times a week, a highly unusual occurrence in those times. Pope John Paul II praised Juan Diego for his simple faith 
nourished by catechesis and pictured him (who said to the Blessed Virgin Mary: "I am a nobody, I am a small rope, a 
tiny ladder, the tail end, a leaf") as a model of humility for all of us. 
 

Saint Juan Diego 
A Model of  Humility  

http://www.sancta.org/nican.html


 
San Juan Diego Students Give Back through Food, Coat and Funding 
Drives!  
 
At San Juan Diego the students are required to complete 10 hours of  service 
per semester, adding up to 80 hours over four years. The majority of  this 
service must directly help the poor or disadvantaged, which helps to foster in 
our students a spirit of  charity. 
 
That spirit of  charity has never been so evident as it has this last semester. 
Our students have been involved in knitting blankets for donation to the 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Seton Healthcare Family, and the school is 
currently working to provide Christmas presents to foster children in the 
Austin area. During the Central Texas wildfires in September, the Student 
Government rose to the occasion by starting a drive for food and money. 
They collected over $60 and seven boxes of  goods, which they donated to 
Catholic Charities Central Texas (CCCTX). 
 
Through our new Legacy of  Giving program, the freshmen class held a food 
and coat drive for the school. They worked with the 8th Grade Academy to 
create posters for the drive and inspire the other classes to donate non-
perishable food items and coats. The school donated two large pallets of  
food to Capital Area Food Bank and over 50 coats to Coats for Kids.  
 
Lastly, the students, faculty and staff  all worked together to give back to 
the school. Students invested in their own future through beautification 
projects, a cleanup of  the outside area of  campus, and donations. One 
hundred percent of  the student body, faculty and staff  gave to the  
Fund-A-Saint campaign, contributing over $450 to the school! 
 
Seeing the SJDCHS students proud of  their accomplishments and able to 
give back to the school was priceless. 
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